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                   DIRECTION NOTICE
1. These proceedings relate an appeal against a decision of the Respondent to issue an Order on 14/08/2014 (‘the Order’) 
2. These proceedings were held in abeyance pending the outcome of a consolidated series of appeals brought by the Respondent against decisions of the Tribunal to the High Court of Justice in Northern Ireland. The Orders of the High Court then being appealed by the Respondent to the Northern Ireland Court of Appeal. The Court of Appeal upheld the Orders of the High Court. The Respondent confirmed that it was not seeking permission to further appeal to the Supreme Court.
3. The Tribunal now wishes to progress this appeal to conclusion in a timely fashion. 
4. The Respondent confirmed that it continues to oppose this appeal and, more particularly, submits that the appeal is out of time and should not, therefore, be admitted for hearing. In accordance with Rule 17(11) of the Charity Tribunal Rules (Northern Ireland) 2010 (‘the Rules’), no further step can be taken in respect of this appeal until that issue is determined. Secondly, the Respondent submits that the Appellant does not have locus standi to bring these proceedings as she was not the person to whom the Order was issued. Thirdly, the Respondent submits that this appeal cannot be slowed since the information or document in question referred to in the Order relates to a charity or is relevant to the discharge of the functions of the Respondent, pursuant to paragraph 2(2) to Schedule 3 of the Act.  
5. The Tribunal directs, at its own volition, pursuant to Rule 3 of the Rules that all three matters shall be determined, concurrently, at a preliminary hearing, pursuant to Rule 14 of the Rules. 
6. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, it may be some time before face to face oral hearings may be convened. However, arrangements are in place are in place to allow the conduct of oral hearings remotely. Alternatively, the preliminary matter may be determined solely on the papers, with the consent of the parties. 
7. I make the following Directions pursuant to Rule 3 of the Rules:
(1) the parties shall confirm, in writing, within 14 days of the date of this Notice whether they each consent to determination of the said matters at a preliminary hearing on the papers only, or, if not, whether they consent to, and wish to apply for, a remote oral hearing to determine the said matters at a preliminary hearing by Sightlink, an approved video-conferencing facility;
(2) subject to parties’ representations, further Directions will be issued, if necessary, and as appropriate, for the determination of the said matters. 

Signed
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Damien J. McMahon

President
Date: 22 June 2020
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